LINES   OF   RE-ADAPTATION                    67
conditioned by social forces, all of which have a history,
and aiming at the further development of the poten-
tialities of worthy living in a community. We have
looked at English educational institutions in the light of
their determination by historical forces and have sketched
out lines along which they might be adapted, with
generous foresight, to meet the needs of social cohesion
in the much more pressing and dangerous form \vluch
these are about to take
In short, it may be said that we have been guided by
a conception such as Milton in his grand style expresses
so eloquently in the famous Tractate: " I call therefore
a complete and generous education that which fits a
man to perfoim justly, skilfully, and magnanimously, all
the offices both private and public of peace and war "
Generously interpreted (as it is clearly meant to be),
this glowing statement would appear to give us all we
need, but this little book would be even more lacking in
unity than it is if we did not add that Milton himself
in his great definition still does not touch directly the
deepest and most essential things. Society of course
must be served, and education is there to provide for its
cohesion and continuance But we have stul to ask:
How does it cohere? and why should it need to cohere?
The ultimate concern of education is with the answers
to these questions. The answers lie deeper than the
customary level of politics, in regions of which most
current sociological doctrines take little account.
Let us look first at the second question: Why should
English society continue to cohere? The answer is so
simple in form and so religious in expression that to
some it may appear mere evasion, to others mere unction.
It is: " For the making of souls." One recalls Keals'
comment repudiating the idea that tins world is a vale